
FOR YOU HAVE 
BEEN BORN 

AGAIN, NOT OF 
PERISHABLE 

SEED, BUT OF 
IMPERISHABLE, 
THROUGH THE 

LIVING AND 
ENDURING

WORD OF GOD. 
— 1 PETER 1:23

HAVING 
 crossed 

THE BRIDGE OF 
SALVATION

--



WELcOME TO 
THE FAMILY OF GOD.  
 
The Bible tells us that angels celebrate 
in heaven when one repents (Luke 15:10). 
So it’s a momentous occasion in heaven 
and on earth. And no doubt it is the most 
important decision of your life so far. 
 
Well done for the courage and the 
conviction of responding to God’s 
prompting and drawing. Inside are a few 
pointers to help you take the first steps as 
a new creation in Christ. If you have any 
questions, please contact any one of the 
elders. 
 
Enjoy your journey with the Lord!

YOU’RE A NEW CREATION
If you have accepted Jesus as your Lord 
and Saviour, you have been born again.  
The Bible says that you are a new creation:

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  
— 2 Corinthians 5:17 

Your emotions, habits, memories etc may not 
have changed but God has started a work of 
transforming you to Christ-likeness. Your spirit 
has now become alive (i.e. you are born again). 
Be excited about this!
As a new creation, your sins have been washed 
away, so you can therefore fellowship and 
communicate with God. So… Pray continually (1 
Thessalonians 5:17) – we have the amazing gift 
of being able to communicate with God about 
anything  (in your own words). Go for it!



YOU’RE JUSTIFIED BY 
FAITH
All of Heaven’s justice for your sins (past, 
present and future) have been satisfied on 
the cross when Jesus took upon himself the 
punishment that we deserved (Isaiah 53:5).

You are justified! This means two things:

You are free from guilt (under no 
condemnation)—just as if you had never 
sinned (Romans 8:1).

God sees you (and treats you) as sinless.

For in the gospel a righteousness from God 
is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith 
from first to last, just as it is written:  “The 
righteous will live by faith.” — Romans 1:17

Also see Romans 3:21-24 & 28.

 
RENEWING YOUR MIND
The Bible teaches us to renew our mind. Our 
spirit has been born again, but our minds need 
to be reprogrammed!  You have lived your 
whole life with your mind being programmed 
to think a certain way—the way of the world. 
Now that you are a citizen of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, it is necessary to renew your mind 
with God’s ways.

Do not conform any longer to the pattern 
of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able 
to test and approve what God’s will is his 
good, pleasing and perfect will.  
—Romans 12:2

The best way to do this is by the Word of God, 
the Bible – preached, read or taught.  The Bible 
is, amongst others, the following things to the 
Christian:

• Daily bread (Matthew 4:4)

• Light to our feet (Psalm 119:105)

• Standard for life and godliness



How do I read the Bible?

• Start reading the Gospel of John  
(4th book of the New Testament).

• Then progress to the other 3 Gospels (Matthew, 
Mark, Luke)

• Then read the book of Acts which speaks of the 
early church (immediately after John)

• Then read the letters to the churches (e.g. 
Romans and Corinthians etc.)

• The Old Testament is equally important, but 
progress to the Old Testament once you have 
read the 4 Gospels.

This reading plan is not a set formula. Feel free to 
experiment! We encourage you to get a copy of our 
resource “How to Have Devotional Time” by Dudley 
Daniel. It will help you immensely in this regard. 
 
THE CHURCH AND 
FELLOWSHIP WITH 
OTHER BELIEVERS
The Church is neither a building nor an 
organization or a denomination. It is a living 
organism, pulsating with the very life of Jesus that 
flows through every member. (See Acts 7:48.) The 
Church means “called out ones”. As a born again 
believer, you are instantly part of the Universal 
Church (Body of Christ)  (1 Corinthians 12:13).

… You are no longer foreigners and 
aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s 
people and members of God’s household.  
— Ephesians 2:19

The Bible also speaks very clearly about being part 
of a local Church (born again believers in a given 
locality). For example, The Bridge is a local church 
in Pickering (See the following scriptures: Matthew 
18:17; Acts 20:28; 1 Corinthians 14:4, 12, 26)

The early Church met in the temple courts and 
in their homes (Acts 2:46). Hence we have a 
celebration meeting on Sunday (all together) and 
connect groups on various days around the city.

Practical steps that you should take in this regard:

• Be there on Sundays and sign up for a connect 



• Be there on Sundays and sign up for a 
connect group—miracles happen when we 
come together!

• Be part of our standard prayer meeting at 
10:00am on Sunday.

• Speak to one of  the Pastors (Elders) and find 
out who we are and what we are about. Learn 
about our vision and values as it will greatly 
assist you in becoming part of our church.

 
WATER BAPTISM
Water baptism is a public declaration in 
symbolic form of an inward experience. In water 
baptism, we identify ourselves with Jesus in 
His death, burial and resurrection. It is our first 
major step of obedience, as Jesus commanded 
that we be baptized. (Matthew 28:18-20).

The only qualification to be water baptised is 
to be born again – it is a believer’s baptism.  
The Greek word for baptism (baptiso) means 
“to dip, immerse below the surface of some 
liquid or substance”. Infant sprinkling does not 
(scripturally) qualify as baptism!

We encourage you to get water baptised. For 
more information you can, discuss with one of 
the Pastors (Elders) or read about it in our 31 day 
FLAME discipleship course. 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT
The Holy Spirit is referred to by Jesus as the 
comforter, the helper, the advocate (one called 
alongside to help), amongst other things. He is a 
person, and part of the trinity (Father, Son, Holy 
Spirit – all one God). He guides us into all truth.  
(See John 14:16-17; 26; John 16:5-15).  In order to 
live in the fullness that God intended for you, you 
need to be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

…Be filled with the Spirit...   
— Ephesians 5:18

We encourage you to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.  For more information you can discuss this 
with one of the Pastors (Elders), or read more in 
our 31 day FLAME discipleship course.



TELL SOMEONE
It is a natural outworking of your salvation that 
you tell someone. You’re not meant to walk this 
road alone, and many have gone before you. 
Tell someone, share the excitement – it’s God’s 
way!  The Bible says that you have nothing to 
fear, you will not be put to shame.

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus 
is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
For it is with your heart that you believe and 
are justified, and it is with your mouth that 
you confess and are saved.  As the Scripture 
says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be 
put to shame.” — Romans 10:9-11

Tell someone today!

FINAL WORDS
Your relationship with God has been restored.  
Enjoy Him, His Word and His people! We look 
forward getting to know you and being a 
part of what God wants to do in and through 
you.  As a next step, get to know the church 
members in order to be encouraged.

We also recommend that you go ahead and 
do our 31 day FLAME discipleship course which 
will equip you to journey towards a wonderful 
Christian life.  God bless you.

From the leadership team at 
The Bridge - Church for All Nations 
thebridge-can.com | 905-420-0229


